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Ms Eleni Evangel; Dr Kim Hames 

TOURISM — THE GIANTS 

9. Ms E. EVANGEL to the Minister for Tourism: 
Over the weekend we witnessed an amazing spectacle that moved and delighted one of the largest crowds that 
Perth has ever seen. Can the minister inform the house of what The Giants meant to Perth from a tourism 
perspective? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
I get a turn at this because Tourism WA was the biggest sponsor of The Giants event from the state government. 
The Giants event was part of the Perth International Arts Festival. The Minister for Culture and the Arts has 
obviously been the major sponsor and manager of that particular event of which The Giants were part. 

An opposition member interjected. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: He’s become a lover of the arts. Give him a chance! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: This has been an amazing event, as I am sure members will recognise. We have heard from 
the Premier previously that an estimated 1.4 million people enjoyed The Giants spectacle, and it was a spectacle. 
I saw parts of it. I saw part of it on Friday and I was on a boat on Sunday next to the barge going out. The water 
waves were amazing with the number of boats. Many people commented to me that they had never seen 
anything like it before. It was the largest free outdoor event in the history of the City of Perth. 

I want to thank a few people for their involvement, including, obviously, government departments, such as 
Tourism WA, Lotterywest and the Department of Culture and the Arts. In particular, I want to thank some of the 
private investors, two in particular, because without their significant contribution I think this event would not 
have happened. The major one was the Packer Family Foundation, which made a significant contribution to this 
event. Hawaiian also made an amazing contribution. Outside that, a lot of government departments contributed, 
including Main Roads, WA Police, the Public Transport Authority and the Department of Education. Also, 
a large number of volunteers were involved in making sure that this event was successful. It was an incredible 
event. I do not think we will ever see the likes of it again. This was something unique to the world, let alone 
unique to Australia and the Southern Hemisphere—amazing management. Lastly, I thank the City of Perth. It 
has been extremely cooperative and an integral part of the Perth International Arts Festival. Its work with 
The Giants has been exemplary, so a special thanks to it. 
 

 [1] 


	TOURISM — THE GIANTS
	9. Ms E. EVANGEL to the Minister for Tourism:

